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HUNTERS CARE FOR WILDLIFE
Bernard Lozé, President, International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation CIC
Editor’s Note: The Dallas Safari Club held its annual Convention and Sporting Expo, “Conservation” in
Dallas in January. The DSC Convention unites annually policy makers, international organizations,
sporting enthusiasts, entrepreneurs, and industry representatives. Dubbed the “Greatest Hunting
Show on the Planet”, the four day event included a packed exhibition hall and exhilarating auctions.
Conservationists and hunters from all over the world met for broad-based dialogues on hunting
advocacy initiatives and diverse workshops on wildlife conservation and sustainable hunting.
During the exclusive Saturday night Dallas Safari Club Gala Dinner, the International Council for
Game and Wildlife Conservation was awarded the prestigious 2015 Peter Hathaway Capstick
Hunting Heritage Award. The award recognizes individuals and organizations whose achievements
demonstrate a sustained and active contribution to the conservation of wildlife and its habitat. Mrs.
Fiona Claire Capstick narrated the key objectives and accomplishments of the CIC in a video show. To
the rising sounds of trompes de chasse playing the CIC hymn, DSC legend Tommy Caruthers, Capstick
Award Committee Chairman Richard Cheatham and Fiona Capstick called CIC President Bernard Lozé
to receive the Capstick
bronze statue amidst
the
thundering
applause
of
the
audience. Bernard Lozé
delivered a notable
acceptance speech to a
banquet hall packed
with
guests
from
around the globe. Here
is Bernard’s speech:

Fiona Capstick, Richard Cheatham, Tommy Carruthers and Bernard Lozé

This is the first
time that the CIC has
been
publicly
recognized on North
American soil for our
global
work
to
promote
wildlife
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conservation and sustain the diverse hunting heritage. I am proud to note that four of the nine
individuals previously recognized with this award are CIC members! The CIC must be doing
something right in its mission to promote sustainable hunting to conserve wildlife and wild lands,
support communities and preserve our hunting heritage across the globe. In order to achieve these
fundamental goals, we need to work together! We also need to include the non-hunting
conservationists to conquer the impossible.
Why is the very act of hunting in the crosshairs on the international media stage today? Why
does hunting come under fire over moral objections? Why are the contributions of hunting to
landscape and wildlife conservation not recognized? This may be our own fault, at least in parts. If
we don’t face the present attacks on sustainable hunting together and as a unified group, if we don’t
win our case in the court of public opinion, wildlife and habitats will disappear much quicker than
anyone has yet predicted. Nobody wants this.
If we are honest with ourselves, we must admit that we struggle to find truly persuasive
messages. Our messages focus on species conservation, hunter motivations, hunting systems and
methods. We highlight the conservation
contributions of hunting on a narrower or
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and conservation must come vibrantly alive. Short and concise messages that explain conservation
and sustainable use through hunting must flood the net. Our quest is to develop innovative
approaches that encourage non-hunters to see us in a positive light! Bottom line: we need to
mobilize our ranks, change our approach and meet people on the digital turf.
Let’s follow President Teddy Roosevelt’s advice: “There can be no life without change, and
to be afraid of what is different or unfamiliar is to be afraid of life”.
With the prospect of change comes the opportunity to ‘brand’ hunting’ … we must
disassociate hunting from negativity and social disapproval! Our logos, mission and vision
statements show the direction, but we need to step it up. We must promote coherent sets of values
and promises which the non-hunter understands and accepts.
There was a time, when hunters were the leaders of broad-based conservation coalitions!
Teddy Roosevelt is a proud and shining example of such leadership! Today, like in the times of
Roosevelt, we need to cross the aisle and enter into constructive dialogues with non-hunters and
develop together win-win outcomes for landscapes, biodiversity and people!
In doing so we don’t sacrifice hunting, we don’t compromise on our values! Using 21 st
Century communication tools and branding hunting help us to explain, engage and inspire! It’s time
that we take up Roosevelt’s challenge! It’s time that we once again lead a broad-based conservation
coalition!
Lead with integrity and empathy …
Lead with transparency in our actions …
Welcome all those who care for wildlife and help them understand hunting …
Help them accept its contribution to conservation, even while they may remain less than
totally comfortable about it!
The results will be provocative and intriguing. It will be a powerful new hunting message.
After all, what will be more inspiring than the hunting brand that embodies conservation of
biodiversity on incredibly vast tracts of land outside protected areas?
I repeat - we need professional help and guidance. We must recruit first class PR advisors
and seasoned campaign managers. Let’s fire up the enthusiasm of millions of young hunters and use
social media to our advantage. Let’s brand hunting, and let’s engage with the non-hunter.
It always seems impossible until it’s done, said Nelson Mandela, and he achieved the
impossible. We hunters also never back down from a challenge. We thrive when things get tough.
We are a resilient bunch. We selflessly charge to the forefront to preserve the wild landscapes we
love.
Let’s rise to the present challenge in the best traditions of President Teddy Roosevelt, who
once said ... “People don't care how much you know until they know how much you care”.
Hunters do care for wild landscapes and biodiversity. Let’s prove this to the world!

Editor’s Postscript: The DSC Conservation Convention was an ideal setting for a cocktail reception of
the International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation at the Omni Hotel. The CIC was
represented by President Bernard Lozé, President of Honor Dieter Schramm, Vice-President Dr. Kaush
Arha, the President of the CIC Applied Science Division Gerhard Damm, and his wife Conny. In front
of an illustrious audience of leaders from major US hunting associations the CIC speakers highlighted
the four global initiatives of the CIC and showcased CIC achievements. The well attended event
offered opportunities to explore cooperation between sustainable use advocacy organizations from
both sides of the Atlantic and to introduce the work of the CIC to our North American friends.
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Intensive
individual
discussions concentrated
on
landscape
preservation and wildlife
conservation.
Gerhard
Damm highlighted the
need for new alliances
and a persuasive new
hunting message.
A measure of the success
of this CIC event is the
request
of
many
participants that the CIC
CIC President Bernard Lozé, Mrs. & General Charles Duke (Apollo 16
presence at the DSC
astronaut), Gerhard Damm, Dieter Schramm and Fiona Capstick
Convention and the
North
American
Conference on Wildlife & Natural Resources is made into regular annual event! This enthusiastic
reception of CIC in the United States calls for sustained engagement and follow up.

WHAT’S IN A NAME? THE WEIGHT OF WORDS IN THE AGE OF THE
INTERNET
Dave Fulson, Dallas Safari Club
Air travel helped people move people faster, and telephone brought news from point A to
point B faster than ever before. With this, the phrase “the world just got smaller” was born. Today
we find ourselves enjoying, or in some cases, at the mercy of the instant access monster known as
the Internet.
Depending on what is being said about you, the Internet can bring you fame and fortune just
as quickly as it can rain down social media hellfire on your head, whether you are an individual or an
organization. The accolades and attacks both can come with blinding speed. The best, or from what
we now know, worst example is the overnight international outrage was caused by the shooting of a
lion in Zimbabwe. The speed of the story − much of what has now been proven to be inconsistent
with the facts − traveled around the planet with just the click of Share button.
World news has become instant – through “viral” channels, not just through the filters of
journalism – reporting, fact-checking and professional integrity. And with that comes our need to
truly consider not only what we say, and how we say it, but to understand that our words and
messages can be used against us immediately and globally. Never before has hunting been
challenged as much as today, even though it is an honorable, legal, ethical, and wonderful passion
millions of sportsmen and women enjoy.
Perhaps like most readers of Game Trails, I loathe the current cancer of non-stop Political
Correctness. It is beyond a curse word to me. I am a hunter, and if you are reading this, chances are
you are as well. We do not apologize for hunting, nor should we. I do not try to justify my desire to
hunt by saying I do it for population control, or that the money spent provided funding for
conservation, even though both are facts. Likewise, even though my family utilizes and enjoys the
game meat from our hunts, I could feed myself at McDonalds daily if I so desired.
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I hunt because I enjoy it. No, I love it. I
cherish the time outdoors, the challenge of
chase, and most of the time, the travel
involved to the destinations. I also enjoy and
feel kinship with the vast majority of the
people I come in contact with as I pursue my
passion. If you are an ardent anti-hunter,
should our paths cross and our views become
obvious to the other, our time together will be
limited. Your mind is set, as is my own.
But if you are like a large number of
Americans, or people all over the globe for
that matter, and are uninformed, or undecided
as to the role of, or even need for hunting in
our modern world, brother or sister, I will
make time for you. And if given that time,
combined with an open mind, I will make an
impact!
As an outdoor writer, TV producer,
frequent speaker and social media specialist, I
frequently hear, and often agree with the
statement “we are preaching to the choir.”
The folks that are watching The Outdoor
Sometimes the effort you expend in pursuit of
Channel, reading DSC Game Trails and Sports
game is the most significant memento of a hunt.
Afield are already hunters, and are in
This is from C.A.R but I’m wearing my “100 yards
agreement with our message. Fair enough. But
below the summit of Everest and turning back
what about social media? This is a whole
look”! Photo © Dave Fulson
different creature, one we must learn how to
approach, and deal with carefully.
Send a photo of a bloody deer, bear, lion, etc. − complete with a slob hunter, cigarette in
mouth and beer in hand, astride the animal to an editor of any reputable outdoor publication, and
your chance of seeing it in print are zero. But on Facebook, it takes seconds, and it is out there for
the world to see. And if it offends you and me, can you guess what impression it makes on the nonhunters and anti-hunters now viewing it? At no time in history have hunters had the ability to
inform, or inflame the general public, depending on how we describe, and depict our actions, than
today.
Distasteful images have long been avoided by reputable hunting publications. As they should
be. The television world has recently started moving in the right direction, but frankly, is still airing
some series that not only push the boundaries of good taste, but seem to take pride in making it
their trademark. Remember, distasteful photos of hunting, or treatment of game taken, can be
accessed with nothing more than the ability to turn on the TV, and select a channel.
What about words? Of course, they are used as weapons against hunters, when wielded
expertly by mainstream media with their open distaste for hunting, in any form. During the lion
firestorm, one word in particular seemed to be used in every story: trophy hunter, trophy hunting
trophy lion, and big game trophies.” See the common word here? After much thought and endless
discussion with colleagues in my industry, I have decided to discontinue to use the term “trophy”
when describing a big game animal. Here’s why I grudgingly changed my mind.
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What is a trophy animal? Clearly to me, and you, it would mean an animal that holds
significant value to us. And the reasons could be varied. Perhaps the size of the horns, antlers,
physical dimensions, skull size, or coloration made it special in your eyes. Possibly it was an animal
you had long dreamed of hunting. Maybe the hunt itself, due to terrain, or the physical demands you
had to overcome made it a trophy in your mind. All are reasonable explanations for a hunter to
consider a particular animal as a “trophy” in his or her mind. I have felt them all.
Try to tell a wide-eyed youngster − kneeling over their first whitetail doe, feeling the
excitement of success on a cold fall morning, maybe after two or five hunts that were cold,
uncomfortable and unsuccessful − that the creature before them is not a trophy. It is, and always will
be, no matter the adventures and successes that follow.
As a hunter, you understand that. But to an anti-hunter, and legions of media types, the
word trophy is used to paint us as “record-book crazy rednecks who cut off the head and get to the
taxidermist as fast as we can so we can outdo our fellow blood-lusting, chest-beating buddies.
Trophy is a word they twist to imply that the head, or skin, is the only thing of value to the hunter.
Forgotten in the trophy description is the use of the meat by the sportsman, from buck whitetails to
bull elephant. It leaves out of the conversation the enormous financial that contributions
sportsmen’s dollars make for wildlife and the countless conservation projects that directly benefit
wildlife all over the globe.
My change of heart on the word trophy is not bending to PC. It is instead my way of taking
ammo out of the hands of those who will try to shoot me and fellow hunters with it. I will continue
to try for old, and as large as I can find, game animals when opportunity allows. And hopefully a few
will cross my path in the years ahead. But I will refer to them as my leopard, my elk, my grizzly,
moose, oryx and so on. Should a trip to Canada one day find my tag attached to the new world
record whitetail (OK, chances slim for that), they might call it The Fulson Buck, a hell of a buck, the
buck that lucky SOB Dave shot, or whatever, but I won’t refer to it as a “trophy” buck. It will simply
be another game animal I hunted legally, ethically, and, for reasons known only to me, one I am
proud to have hunted.
Words do matter. Ask a cop, actor, politician, talk show host, athlete or anyone else who
saw their career go to hell with the utterance of one foolish word that made its way into the public
perception. The examples are endless. We can control the conversation within our ranks, and yes, I
understand it is harder to do so outside of them. But game animals we hunt do not need additional
titles to qualify them as special. Each is a gift from GOD that we should respect.
I am proud to be a hunter, and you can call me that in any social circle. I will feel honored to
own that description until I die. “Hunter” is enough, please leave the word trophy in the dictionary,
where it belongs.
Editor’s Note: This thoughtful article of Dave Fulson was first published by Dallas Safari Club in the
2016 Convention Issue of Game Trails. African Indaba appreciates the kind permission of the author
as well as of Dallas Safari Club (Hay Ann Cox and Ben Carter) to reprint this important essay for the
readers of African Indaba.

63rd CIC General Assembly
Brussels, Belgium, 22-23 April 2016
REGISTER ONLINE HERE

HUNTING IS CONSERVATION
For hunter-conservationists and all people who are interested in the conservation, management and
sustainable use of Africa’s wild natural resources. African Indaba is the official CIC Newsletter on
African affairs, with editorial independence. For more information about the International Council
for Game and Wildlife Conservation CIC go to www.cic-wildlife.org

African Indaba e-Newsletter Volume 14, Number 1

Page 7

THE FUTURE OF HUNTING AND MANIPULATIVE BREEDING
Kai Uwe Denker, President Namibia Professional Hunters Association (NAPHA)
An extract from Kai-Uwe Denker’s speech on occasion of the Annual General Meeting of
Professional Hunters’ Association of South Africa (PHASA) in November 2015 (Source NAPHA).
The Scientific Data Committee of NAPHA came to the conclusion in 2004 that the artificial
breeding of color variants of wild animals should not be allowed. In 2012, NAPHA members voted in
favor of a clear stance of the Association against the selective artificial breeding of wild animals for
the hunting industry.
The selective artificial breeding for outsized horn growth and color variants because of its
huge financial lure poses a severe risk to the positive image the Namibian Hunting Industry still
enjoys. There are more than enough statements by scientists and conservation institutions, like for
example the Antelope Specialist Group of the IUCN, stating “that the artificial breeding of wild
animals for novel coat colors or outsized horn growth does not serve to support the conservation of
the species”. The similarities with captive lion breeding are obvious.
We trophy hunters try to defend our doing by claiming that killing is not what motivates us,
but rather the enjoyment of an original doing and of participating in nature and that the trophies we
take home first and foremost serve to remind us of treasured moments we experienced out in
nature. The selective breeding of wild animals for outsized horn growth reduces our argument to the
point of absurdity and pulls from underneath our feet the very valid justification for our doing,
reducing it to mere trophy collecting for ego-boosting motives.
The issue was discussed at the [November 2015] AWCF Conference and a representative of
the Breeders’ Association there stated in defense of artificial breeding that there are no more wild
places left in South Africa. I cannot speak for South Africa, but I was assured by people in the know
that there still is wild and original country in South Africa. To experience unspoiled African
wilderness after all is what foreign trophy hunters want and this kind of statement certainly does not
help to rectify misconceptions which might exist.
For Namibia, however, I strongly reject this argument. There are vast tracts of unspoiled wild
country in Namibia, not only, but mainly in the Communal Conservancies, which were so important
in the defense of hunting during the Cecil hype. The breeding of color variants like for example
black-, moonshadow-, blacktailed-, or whatever impala, dilutes the unique status and the value of
natural subspecies like our black faced impala, or for that matter Kafue lechwe and others and thus
undermines the protection of unique subspecies. The line-breeding of springbok for outsized
trophies, often using specimens captured under dubious circumstances in our communal areas,
reduces the unique status and the value of our Damaraland springbok, thereby robbing our
Communal Conservancies of the advantage of a unique natural asset.
The representative of the Breeders’ Association also justified artificial breeding as at least
being better than cattle breeding. After all cattle originate from line breeding with the wild ancestors
of cattle, which subsequently where exterminated. Where are we heading to?
Line breeding will be seen as domestication of wild animals. The inevitable habituation of
wild animals during the process, which are bred and released to be shot, will create the hotbed for
the next Blood Lion/Cecil type of uproar and ultimately will be the final nail in the coffin lid of trophy
hunting. This practice will place a huge question mark over the true motives of trophy hunters.
The lure of short-term financial gain, of a “quick buck”, is very strong in this issue and in my
opinion the true motive. We feel that Government needs to come in here to regulate the matter
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based on scientific consideration of its conservation value only and in the best long-term interest of
hunting. It is not the lucrative side of an industry that is at stake – it is hunting as such that is at
stake. We hunters should be fully aware of this. This is why I place so much emphasis on the matter.
We just cannot afford another uproar.
During the Country Reports at the AWCF Conference hunting’s value for conservation was
repeatedly portrayed as opposed to that of eco-tourism. I think it is high time to rightly and strongly
claim that hunting is part and the purest and original form of eco-tourism. [There] are no factual
arguments against this. But we can no longer afford practices, which easily can be exposed by antihunting fanatics as not contributing to the protection of natural habitats and the wildlife therein. All
that is needed is a little shift in mind-set and people who see the bigger picture beyond their
personal interests.

RANCHERS MAY OVERSTATE SOUTH AFRICA ANIMAL NUMBERS
Kevin Crowley, February 4, 2016, Bloomberg News
South African privately owned wildlife farms may be using inflated numbers of animal
populations in their care, according to a study by the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) funded by the
Development Bank of South Africa. According to EWT there are about 6 million herbivores on private
farms. Until now, academic literature assumed there were between 16 million and 20 million
animals on the ranches. Wouter van Hoven, an emeritus professor at the University of Pretoria who
estimated the higher number, said by phone his research refers to all animals in South Africa,
including those in national reserves and not just on ranches. Wildlife Ranching South Africa will
publish a response later, Chief Executive Officer Adri Kitshoff said by phone.
“It is impossible to assess the true extent of wildlife ranching in South Africa,” researchers
led by EWT’s Andrew Taylor said in the report. “This makes it difficult to determine the accuracy of
many statements made by stakeholders in the industry, many of which, in our opinion, use inflated
figures.”
Hunters and ranchers who breed wild animals often cite the rapid growth in animal numbers
since the 1960s as justification for their activities and argue that they help boost biodiversity and
conservation. In addition to hunting, those activities include game viewing and breeding animals for
auctions.
The 6 million wild animals in private ranches is still a large rise from the 575,000 large
mammals living in South Africa in the early 1960s estimated by Van Hoven. Wildlife ranching is still a
“major contributor to the economy, job creation and biodiversity conservation,” EWT said. The
ranches are “closer to what would be considered natural” than livestock and crop farms, which they
are often converted from, benefiting the environment, it said.
The study expressed concern that some farms may be having a negative impact, stating “the
degree to which wildlife ranches put up fences to secure their animals, and the increasing level of
intensification that appears to be taking place due to the growth of the breeding of high value
species and color variants, must be having a detrimental impact on biodiversity”.
There are 8,979 private wildlife ranches in South Africa covering 170,419 km2 EWT said in
the study. Hunting generates about 2.6 billion rand ($164 million) in revenue a year, while auctions
make 4.3 billion rand and meat production earns about 600 million rand. About 65,000 people work
in the industry earning a median salary of 3,441 rand a month.
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Editor’s Note: Read the 16th February Press Release of the Endangered Wildlife Trust THE ROLE OF
THE WILDLIFE RANCHING INDUSTRY IN SOUTH AFRICA’S GREEN ECONOMY
Download the full report AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CONSERVATION VALUE
OF THE WILDLIFE RANCHING INDUSTRY AND ITS POTENTIAL TO SUPPORT THE GREEN ECONOMY IN
SOUTH AFRICA. Taylor, W.A., Lindsey, P.A. & Davies-Mostert, H. 2015. The Endangered Wildlife Trust,
Johannesburg.

INTENSIVE AND SELECTIVE BREEDING
Gerhard R Damm
African Indaba has reported about the apparently exclusive South African phenomenon of
selective breeding for coat color variations, and the more globally spread intensive breeding for horn
or antler length.
In taking up this issue once again the editors of African Indaba want to state that we of
course respect the rights of landowners to manage their lands and the game thereon within the
boundaries of the national laws and regulations as they see fit. We suggest, however, that
landowners practicing intensive breeding methods with formerly wild animals to create or enhance
coat color variations, uncharacteristic antler or horn growth, high carcass weights, etc. should
classify their activity as livestock breeding and hence a branch of animal agriculture. They should
refrain from using conservation, hunters and hunting as reasons (or excuse) to justify their
apparently entirely legal undertakings.
We would like to draw the attention of all African Indaba readers to report of Lizanne Nel,
Conservation Manager of the South African Hunters and Game Conservation Association, published
on the SAHGCA website. Nel’s report focuses on the 2nd SOUTH AFRICAN STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP
ON INTENSIVE AND SELECTIVE BREEDING. In the interest of fair representation we have decided to
annotate the article and provide direct links to the various presentations given.
You can download the Nel’s annotated article on the African Indaba website HERE or paste
the following link in your browser http://africanindaba.com/2016/03/2nd-south-africanstakeholder-workshop-on-intensive-and-selective-breeding-february-2016-volume-14-1/.
We strongly recommend that you also study the presentations of the various participants –
all the links are in the annotated version of Nel’s article.

BUFFALO BREEDING MANIA IN SOUTH AFRICA
Gerhard R Damm compiled this article from reports by Christopher Spillane and Kevin Crowley,
Bloomberg News
Africa’s biggest-horned and disease-free buffalo was valued at a record amount in a
February 2016 auction after businessman Peter Bellingham, of Tambotie Floodplains near
Mookgophong bought a 25 percent share in a bull named Horizon for 44 million rand ($2.8 million).
That values the animal at a record 176 million rand, surpassing the 40 million rand paid for a buffalo
named Mystery by a group including billionaire Johann Rupert in 2013. Horizon’s horns are 55 inches
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wide1, compared with Mystery’s 53 inches. “It was a unique opportunity to own the best genes in
the world,” said Hendrik de Kock, of Wildswinkel (Pty) Ltd., which ran the auction.
Bellingham said that the four investors
in Horizon will put 40 cows - ten per investor –
with the bull with each investor keeping the
offspring of their cows. Du Toit would like to
have Horizon remain on his farm.
Breeders in South Africa, the biggest
market for such animals, are willing to pay
record prices for the genes of buffaloes they
believe can increase their herd’s horn span,
which is desirable to hunters [sic]2.
Jacques Malan, breeder of Horizon and
owner of Lumarie Game Ranch said that two
hundred years ago African buffaloes regularly
had horns spanning more than 60 inches3. He
Horizon in 2016 (above) and 2012 (below)
also stated that “hunting has now eliminated
the largest animals from the gene pool with a
horn spread of 40 inches today considered big”
and that “we breed them to be able to breed
back the top genetics, [w]e’re not here to
create something that was never there before,
we’re trying to replace.4”
Buffalo breeding is part science, part
experience, says Malan. In females breeders
look for characteristics such as good horn
length, enough milk and regular calving
intervals, while for males indications include
horn size, body mass and shape. That knowhow is complemented with DNA testing to
1

In April 2012 Jacques Malan sold Horizon at an age of 4 years and 10-month bull for R26m. Horns measured
then at 51 and three-eighth inches (130.5 cm) with a boss of 16 inches (nearly 41 cm) to Piet du Toit in
partnership with Norman Adami and Ben Botha. Reportedly the cost relocating Horizon to Du Toit’s farm was
about R1 million.
2
Editor’s Note: The South African buffalo breeders have not yet provided conclusive information on how much
a “hunter” would be prepared to pay for a set of outsized Cape buffalo horns, or if there are many, if any,
hunters who will shell out massive sums for the debatable experience of “hunting” a former stud bull in a
bogus hunting scenario.
3
For the sake of historic accuracy please note that the famed Rowland Ward Records of Big Game (Africa)
which published the first book in 1892 lists only 2 buffalo bulls from Tanzania with a spread exceeding 60 inch
th
and 92 bulls with a spread of 50 to 59 7/8 inches in over 700 recorded specimens (24 Edition 2014).
4
Editor’s Note: There are indeed some problems with wild Cape buffalo hunting in as much as many prebreeding bulls or breeding bulls have been hunted from herds. This problem has been recognized years ago
and was described in various articles in African Indaba. Please check African Indaba (list at the end of this
article) for further background material. We state, however, that we haven’t heard of so-called superior bulls
of South Africa being released into the wilds of Tanzania, Zambia, or for that matter into extensive game
ranches with large predator presence in South Africa to enhance the gene pool of the resident wild herds.
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prevent inbreeding [sic] as well as identifying strong breeding lines. Diseases are among Malan’s
greatest concerns, so new buffalo must be inspected by a vet before they are introduced to his
property, while his staff regularly usher game into bomas where they are dipped to kill ticks which
can carry disease.
Breeding high-value Cape buffalo has become an intricate business – breeding partners have
to be carefully selected to get the best return on investment, the animals are fed a special diet and
are microchipped. Just the insurance alone on a single animal can run into astronomical figures each
month.
“The prices paid for buffalo bulls are being inflated by wealthy breeders trading between
each other and aren’t underpinned by wider demand for hunting”, according to Chris Niehaus, a
former chief executive officer of the South African Hunters and Game Conservation Association. “In
my opinion it’s a bubble. I understand financial markets and I can see a bubble when one raises its
head,” Niehaus, who is also a former CEO of HSBC Holdings Plc (HSBA)’s South Africa unit, said by
phone. “These people who are playing a financial shell game between each other are putting one of
the greatest conservation success stories in the world at risk.”
Such approaches to [buffalo] breeding risks reducing the genetic variation of the animals and
losing important traits for survival, according to Cindy Harper of the University of Pretoria’s
Veterinary Genetics Laboratory. “Captive-bred animals can lose their ability to adapt to natural
vegetation, drought and lose their responses to predators,” Harper said by phone. “If your breeding
program is focused on only one trait such as horn length or color then you risk losing other
important traits and genetic variation and fixing negative factors in your herd.”
Selective breeding can also help sustain less hardy animals that may not have survived in the
wild as well, according to South Africa’s Endangered Wildlife Trust. “They could be losing the ability
to defend themselves, physiologically and immunologically, against diseases, they could be losing
the ability to protect themselves from predators,” said Wildlife Trade and Ranching Project Manager
Andrew Taylor. “If you end up domesticating them, the benefit for conservation is negligible.”
Paul Stones, South African Outfitter and Professional Hunter, said in a blog already on 8th
September 2014 that “market pricing is a free beast, capitalism ensures this. However, when greed
supersedes longevity, it is highly dangerous. Short term gain over long term security will always have
its victims. In this case professional hunting through the marketing to clients, be they foreign or
local, is going to suffer hugely. The allure of seeking that elusive 60 inch kudu bull, 30 inch nyala or
45 inch buffalo is slowly but surely being eroded. Many landowners currently refuse to allow us to
hunt animals of this size, stating that such specimens are worth far, far more to the breeder. If we
wish to hunt them then the price offered to us is so exorbitant most would be too embarrassed to
even offer it to a client. Also, as soon as the clients realize that coming to South Africa removes the
chance of finding that elusive trophy in the wild, they will seek other options. Most definitely!”
Incidentally, Horizon’s sale bucks the recent trend for wild animal prices in South Africa.
Average buffalo prices, including females, dropped 30 percent in 2015, according to data compiled
by South Africa’s North West University. Prices of sable and roan antelope, dropped 35 percent and
39 percent respectively.
Editor’s Note: For more information see also
 http://www.biznews.com/briefs/2015/01/13/buffalo-bull-market-lures-southafrican-billionaires-horns-worth-millions/
 http://www.timeslive.co.za/thetimes/2016/02/16/Men-who-run-with-buffalo
 http://wildswinkel.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Wildswinkel-Piet-du-ToitAuction-2016-Results-Final-150216.pdf
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http://wildswinkel.co.za/buffalo-the-classic-breed/
African Indaba Vol 5 # 3 (The Influence of Trophy Measurements in Cape Buffalo by
Dr. Winston Taylor and Cape Buffalo: Is the SCI Trophy Scoring System wrong? By Dr.
Kevin Robertson)
African Indaba Vol 5 # 6 (Proposed Changes to Rowland Ward’s Records of Big Game
by Peter Flack)
African Indaba Vol 6 # 4 (Trophy Scoring and the African Buffalo by Gerhard R Damm
and Mountain Buffalo – Wilderness Hunting in Tanzania by Rowland Ward and
Rainer Josch)
African Indaba Vol 6 # 5 (Algunas de las razones que cada vez son menores los
trofeos de Búfalo by Isabel de Quintanilla)
African Indaba Vol 9 # 5 (Age Development in the African Buffalo – The Myth of the
Closed Boss by Ronnie Rowland and Scoring the Horns of the African Buffalo by KaiUwe Denker and Call for Debate: Scoring the Horns of the African Buffalo by Gerhard
R Damm)
African Indaba Vol 10 # 1 (Is this the Future of Cape Buffalo Hunting by Rolf D Baldus)

A SPECIAL BUFFALO HUNT IN KLASERIE PRIVATE NATURE RESERVE
Dr. Kevin “Doctari” Robertson, Southern African Wildlife College
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve and the Southern African Wildlife College have a close
working relationship. The SAWC’s Bathawk regularly flies rhino monitoring patrols for the Klaserie.
To pay for this service, the Klaserie PNR donates to the SAWC, a buffalo hunt which this department
then sells on for best advantage.
With this in mind and in keeping with the modern-day recommendation of hunting buffalo
bulls only when they are past their breeding age, the hunt was offered as a challenge. Walk the
Klaserie River to identify, age and trophy assess all bulls encountered (which was estimated to be 75
to 100) and then return to hunt the ‘oldest and ugliest’ one. To sweeten the challenge, a two night
stay at the College was included, so as to be able to teach the participant all about buffalo, their
ecology, aging, trophy assessment and hunting methods. And, to prepare him further for the
experience, a crack at the department’s life-like and realistic ‘buffalo hunt’ targets were also
included.
Simon Bar of Tweed Media accepted the challenge. As Rigby’s (the prestigious British rifle
maker’s) PR man, Simon intended to use the occasion to not only hunt his first buffalo but also to
collect promotional material. As it turned out, he was able to achieve fantastic results on both
accounts. The Lowveld was in the grips of an early October heat wave when Simon arrived in
Hoedspruit, and it remained hot for the duration of his hunt. In true British fashion he endured the
Hades-like conditions and a bad case of sunburn, in good spirits albeit with a perfectly stiff but very
sweaty upper lip!
Simon waxed the buffalo course, considering it an essential precursor for any inexperienced,
first-time buffalo hunter. We transferred to the Klaserie early the next morning and over a three
days period, 80 different buffalo bulls were encountered along a 20km stretch of the Klaserie River.
Each one was aged and trophy evaluated. No. 69 was a wonderful old scrumcap – aged to be late in
his 13th year and close to the end of his natural lifespan. He was definitely the oldest and ugliest bull
encountered and the one we wanted. It took us another two days to find him. As is so often the case

For hunter-conservationists and all people who are interested in the conservation, management and
sustainable use of Africa’s wild natural resources. African Indaba is the official CIC Newsletter on
African affairs, with editorial independence. For more information about the International Council
for Game and Wildlife Conservation CIC go to www.cic-wildlife.org

African Indaba e-Newsletter Volume 14, Number 1

Page 13

with old buffalo, they do not get to retirement age by being either stupid or dumb. Wiley and alert
to the point of paranoia is what enables them to survive in lion country and this old guy was no
exception. He proved to be a most challenging opponent.

Doctari with Simon Barr and the magnificent old Scrumcap. Measurement of the bull’s first molar teeth revealed his
true age to be 14. His incisors were well worn down and it was estimated that he was close to the end of his natural
life. In this part of the world no 16 year old bull has ever been found.

The hunt was a perfect example of how hunting pays for conservation. Thanks to the everweakening Rand, the 12,000 pounds Simon forked out for the experience equated to R241 000. This
was enough to settle Klaserie’s account, keep Duke Safaris (the outfitters) and their staff occupied
for a week and also enabled this department to benefit. Facts the anti-hunters seem to conveniently
ignore, especially when hunting is done ethically and sustainably.
Post Scriptum: Hunters’ dollars are often the driving force behind some of the most successful
conservation initiatives. Dallas Safari Club for some years now has been a very generous supporter of
the Southern African Wildlife College and the Sustainable Use and Field Guiding (SUG) Department in
particular. Many of the students SAWC train are not in a financial position to pay for their studies. A
recent very generous donation of $40,000, has thanks to the ever weakening Rand, given the
Sustainable Use and Field Guiding (SUG) Department a needed financial ‘shot-in-the-arm’
This article was first published in The Buzzard – the Newsletter of the Sustainable Use and Field
Guiding (SUG) Business Unit of the Southern African Wildlife College (SAWC)
www.wildlifecollege.org.za . Reprinted with permission.

63rd CIC General Assembly
Brussels, Belgium, 22-23 April 2016
REGISTER ONLINE HERE
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KUDU IN NAMIBIA
Gerhard Damm
Kai-Uwe and Hagen Denker presented an interesting paper at the November 2016 AGM of
the Namibia Professional Hunters Association (NAPHA): Kudu population dynamics with special
reference to the periodic outbreak of rabies amongst greater kudu in central Namibia.
The authors suggested that kudu
population dynamics (and densities) seem
to be causal to the occasional rabies
epizootic in Namibian kudu. They offer
suggestions for discussion amongst the
NAPHA membership regarding kuduspecific management practices as their
specific contribution to long-term healthy
kudu populations and balanced habitats in
Namibia.
In the presentation the authors
discussed habitat requirements (habitat
structure, utilization and over-utilization),
and the interaction of habitat structure
and kudu population densities as well as
supplementary feeding. They also looked
at kudu mortality factors (periodic disease
outbreaks, droughts and predation,
sustainable use), as well as herd rebuilding
after catastrophic disease and/or drought
impacts.
Kai-Uwe and Hagen Denker used
Emerging from the thick bush in the late afternoon – a
their personal experience based on
superb Namibian kudu bull – the dream of all hunters
intensive observations on the 10,500ha
who value an exciting and breathtaking fair chase hunt
Farm Schlucht in the Erongo Mountains of
Central Namibia. They concluded that due
to the cryptic behavior of kudu, the numbers in individual discreet populations seem to be much
higher than generally believed; underestimates of population numbers and densities for a given area
are therefore rather the rule and not the exception. They suggested that this is not limited to their
observation area in the Erongo Mountains, but can be assumed for the entire country.
High population densities in combination with other environmental factors are ultimately
the reason for catastrophic disease outbreaks. To minimize disease impact population densities must
be adapted to habitat and environmental conditions. Vaccinations are expensive, require huge
logistics and usually do not produce the required results.
Hence, Kai-Uwe and Hagen Denker suggest more pro-active kudu management actions
through sustainable use, in particular hunting. They suggest in particular higher off-take rates for
female kudu in the young (up to two years of age) and old (over nine years) age groups. Similar
harvest objectives should apply for kudu bulls. The off-take strategy should concentrate on young
bulls (up to 3 years); and trophy bulls (over 11 years). In both cases – female and male kudu – this
sustainable off-take occurs in age classes where natural mortality rate is usually highest anyhow and
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the hunting off-take is thus compensated. In other words, most animals in these female and male
age classes would die anyhow due to factors other than hunting.
The Denkers also suggest that non-trophy bulls in the age classes of 6 to 7 years, which show
no promising horn development, should be harvested rigorously in order to reduce social stress in
the bull herds.
These suggestions offer high class, yet affordable, conservation hunting adventures for
dedicated fair chase hunters and open a potential new market for NAPHA members. Finding and
classifying kudu cows and bulls in the natural Namibian landscapes and selecting those which should
be harvested according to the management plan requires as much or more skills than harvesting an
elusive old bull. In the company of an experienced professional hunting guide and his trackers, such
an adventure offers many rewards – from the exhilarating hunt to the scenic sunsets and sunrises,
and the nights on the campfire and the hearty taste of a kudu steak grilled over the coals.
Old kudu bulls in the sixty inch range don’t grow on trees. They are the result of careful
conservation actions of the stewards of the African wilderness. Therefore, hunting these bulls is
naturally more expensive and time consuming; but it is one of the crowning African hunting
adventures and a great reward for the hunter-conservationist.
Of course these bulls can be bred selectively, from genetically tested superior parent
animals within closed breeding camps where they are sheltered from the onslaught of
environmental factors. But I suggest that such line-bred bulls are not what we hunters are looking
for. The hunting of these gray ghosts of the African bush must not be allowed to degenerate into the
killing of a semi-domesticated animal that happens to sport large horns.
Big old kudu bulls have tickled the fantasy and imagination of many hunters from around the
world, epitomized in the tales of authors such as Ernest Hemingway and Robert Ruark. In wild
natural surroundings and unadulterated landscapes, big old bulls are the smallest segment of a given
kudu population. The luck of the moment and the patience and will to wait for that magnificent bull
to appear, apart from superb hunting skills, are decisive factors. The determination of the hunter to
wait for another day or even another hunt, for a more favorable moment, is indispensable. Taking a
big kudu bull on a hunt is the exceptional award for a real hunting adventure, and if you have the
determination and patience, Namibia has all the conditions to make such a dream become reality.

HOW BORN FREE FOUNDATION HANDLES THE TRUTH - AND ALL
FALL FOR IT
Rolf D. Baldus
Hunting opponents continuously spread the myth that sustainable conservation hunting in
Africa is driving the African lion towards extermination. This vociferous campaign in the media and
internet frequently operates with incorrect numbers and reports. Any trickery seems to be good
enough if it serves the objective of eliminating hunting. Printed media and television programs
constantly fall for these unfounded tirades and spread the propaganda of hunting opponents.
The British animal rights organization Born Free Foundation (BFF)5 recently delivered again a
tell-tale story of how to stretch the truth in order to serve their own interests. In February 2016 BBF

5

Born Free webpage on trophy hunting says that the organization “is wholly opposed to the killing of animals
for sport or pleasure, whether they are wild-born or bred in captivity. We have been working to bring the
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made sensationalist claims about the "amazing discovery" of a previously unknown lion population
in a remote northwestern region of Ethiopia. The objective was obvious – as evidenced by a BFF
tweet on 2nd February which said … potentially bringing in additional funding and international
pressure ... – let the donation tills ring! Born Free Foundation is blatantly against all sustainable
hunting and makes no bones about this fact! Landrover – very popular amongst hunters around the
world – is one of the main sponsors of BFF as reported in African Indaba Vol 12 # 6 (see also BFF
tweet of 29th January "The #LandRoverDefender is part of Born Free’s DNA..." - @willtravers).
Newspapers around the world fell for the BFF plot and reprinted this seemingly sexy story.
Der Spiegel (Germany) headlined “Researchers discover unknown lion population”, Neue Zürcher
Zeitung (Switzerland) documented a “unknown lion population”. BBC reported that BFF “had
obtained camera trap images and identified lion tracks in the Alatash area close to the border with
Sudan. The area is thought to have lost all its lions in the 20th Century because of hunting and
habitat destruction”. WILDCRU, the self-proclaimed “first university-based conservation research
unit in Europe” claimed that WildCRU researchers discovered new Ethiopian lion population. The
Russian "Sputnik News" did not want to left behind and speculated that perhaps the last lions of
Ethiopia were found with this "unique discovery". Even the “New Scientist” headlined “Hidden
population of up to 200 lions found in remote Ethiopia”. This so-called news was spread on Twitter
(http://bbc.in/1WX8xQw) and with video footage on Youtube.
The reality on the ground is rather profane. This lion population is known for years. The big
cats are listed in the official mammal list of Alitash National Park, are mentioned in a seven-year-old
travel guide as well as in an official UN document (RAMSAR documentation from 2003 on Dinder
National Park in Sudan). Alitash and Dinder are a known single lion habitat. Even Wikipedia mentions
these lions!
Reportedly the Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority (EWCA) is rather incensed about
the fairy-tale talk of Born Free.

ROLF BALDUS INTERVIEWS LUDO WURFBAIN OF ROWLAND WARD
Rolf D. Baldus
Rolf Baldus (RDB) interviews Ludo Wurfbain (LW), CEO of Safari Press & Sports Afield, USA. Ludo
Wurfbain established Safari Press in California in 1985. Since then he has produced more than 260
titles with over one million hunting books in print. In 2002 Sports Afield magazine was added to
the group. In 2015 agreement was reached with the owners of Rowland Ward Ltd. to manage all
RW activities worldwide. Ludo comes from a family with a 150 years tradition of hunting and has
hunted since he was a boy.
RDB: Rowland Ward's Records of Big Game was published in London in 1882 for the first time. in
1982 it was bought from a hunting club in Texas and shortly thereafter the premises were
moved to Johannesburg in South Africa. Now it has been sold again. The new publisher is
Safari Press, America's largest producer of hunting books. How will The Book, as it is often
called, change now?
LW: The Book has been in existence over 130 years and the Rowland Ward name actually dates back
to 1850. We are now the 4th owner and intend to both move the book forward into the
brutality of this so-called ‘sport’ to the attention of policymakers, enforcement bodies, and the public, for many
years.” Read more about BFF’s fundamental opposition to sustainable use HERE
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21st century by offering more services via the internet but at the same time keep to the
principles of fair chase hunting, sustainable use of wild life and preservation of wild places as
absolute pillars of The Book.
RDB: Jane Halse, the former publisher, always underlined that the Book should honor the game and
not the hunter. It followed a European tradition of fair sports and was not to be a "vanity
fair", how many European hunters see the main competitor of the Book in the US. Will the
book now change from "record" in the sense of "recording" to "record" in the sense of "who
got the biggest trophy?"
LW: We will keep these traditions as they are among the most valuable assets of The Book; we will
continue to list pickups and specimens form museums, animals from parks that have died
naturally etc. with hunted trophies in one category. The name of the hunter will remain
listed as before but RW will emphasize the animal and good conservation as it always has.
RDB: So far Rowland Ward did not accept trophies from "canned shooting", no artificially bred color
variants and similar aberrations. A confirmation that the trophy was collected ethically and
by fair chase was also demanded? Will that continue?
LW: RW will only accept trophies legally hunted under fair chase conditions. Nothing less. As for
color variants via artificial breeding; we do not see RW creating categories for such animals.
RDB: Will you require that the hunter indicates whether the trophy was collected in a fenced area?
LW: RW will continue to ask hunters to check off if an animal was shot behind a game proof fence as
it has in the past.
RDB: Will you demand in the case of CITES Annex I trophies a copy of the CITES permits to ensure that
the hunt was legal?
LW: In order to register a trophy with RW the animals must have been legally hunted and certain
animals require a CITES permit for a legal hunt and subsequent trophy export. As stated “RW
will only accept trophies legally hunted under fair chase conditions, period. Nothing
less.” We have a group of companies here (Sports Afield, Safari Press) that have been
involved in big-game hunting for 30 years. I have served myself on a record book committee
for a decade. We have an excellent knowledge base here of game conditions, the outfitting
industry and its rules and regulations. If RW believes that a hunter has shot an animal under
questionable circumstances we reserve the right to ask for documentation to prove the hunt
was fair chase and legal. So the short answer is yes, you will have to declare that you have
shot your animal legally under fair chase conditions and if we think it is necessary we will ask
the hunter for paperwork including CITES papers.
RDB: Rumor has it that Rowland Ward was bought by a British investor group based in Hong Kong.
Any information on the new ownership?
LW: Yes, the company was bought by an investor group out of Hong Kong and we agreed to be the
world wide agent for all products and services of Rowland Ward. All investors are hunters.
One lives in Hong Kong, the others in Europe. The name Rowland Ward Ltd will continue as a
separate entity with its own web site and the RW imprint will continue to be used for
hunting books as well as other products and services in the future as the iconic brand that is
has been for a century and a half.
RDB: When will you publish the next Edition?
LW: The next book will be published in 2018
RDB: How do you want to see The Book in five years from now?
LW: The possibility exists that we shall have a digital edition and or a one line edition. More than
ever before The Book will be a standard bearer for hunting under sustainable use conditions
and fair chase hunting. The Book will continue to be a leader in demonstrating that ethical,
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fair chase hunting is to the benefit of the game as well as the indigenous people who live
with the animals and need to tolerate their presence and derive a benefit from having
animals around.

BOOK REVIEW: GAME RANCH MANAGEMENT 6TH EDITION
Gerhard R Damm
This sixth edition of Game Ranch Management is a
hot-off the press handbook for the management of wildlife
ranches in Southern Africa. The 1,012 pages have been
edited by J du P Bothma, professor emeritus and former
director of the Center for Wildlife Management of the
University of Pretoria and by wildlife veterinarian Dr J G du
Toit. The updated individual chapters plus completely new
chapters were written by 39 experts in various fields and
contain with extensive new information. Although this
textbook has been conceptualized for the southern African
wildlife rancher and undergraduate and postgraduate
students of wildlife management, it contains valuable
information at an affordable price for the visiting hunter
who cares – as she or he should – to learn more about
southern African wildlife, its management and sustainable
use. Of particular relevance to the hunter are the following
chapters (and the extensive bibliography appended to
each chapter):
a) Antelope and other smaller herbivores which deal
with the habitat requirements, general characteristics and
b)
c)

d)
e)

live histories of 36 species;
A review of lion on game ranches – of importance in the current debate on canned lion
shooting;
J du P Bothma and H J Sartorius von Bach review the hunting industry; together with other
authors they delve deeper into the hunting subject in various sub-chapters which include
international guidelines of IUCN and CIC, trophy hunting, resident hunting, hunting methods,
including ‘canned shooting’ (erroneously referred to by the authors as ‘canned hunting’),
trophy measurement and handling, etc.;
The habitat chapter deals with the varied southern African biomes and – important in
relation with the current drought in the region – discusses climate change;
In the chapter on the ‘role of African Rural People and their Environment’, the editors and
authors analyze the Afro-Centric Approach versus the European and North American
Principles of Conservation

Game Ranch Management – 6th Edition (2016). J du P Bothma and J G du Toit (Eds). Hardover, 1012
pages. Van Schaik Publishers, Pretoria www.vanschaiknet.com; ISBN 978 0 627 03346 9. Price
excluding postage ZAR 899 (ca. USD 58.00 or EUR 52.00)
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NEWS FROM AND ABOUT AFRICA
African Elephant Range States
Since February 2014 an Africa-wide elephant census sponsored by Microsoft billionaire Paul
G. Allan is under way. 90 researchers made aerial surveys in 18 elephant range countries. Field work
is nearly complete and results will be available soon. According to National Geographic the
preliminary findings so far have revealed good and bad news for African elephants. One of the most
shocking discoveries was a 53 percent fall in elephant numbers in Tanzania - from an estimated
109,000 animals in 2009 to 51,000 in 2015. In Mozambique elephant numbers are also down by 48
percent in just five years. On the positive side elephants in Uganda have recovered from 1,000 to
5,000 animals. Botswana's population remained stable with about 130,000 elephants and Zimbabwe
has recorded only a loss of 6 percent since 2001. RDB
Australia
The banning of importation of legal rhino hunting trophies by the Australian Government is
of concern as this action was taken without any consultation of key rhino range states and rhino
expert. It also undermines sustainable use that is a cornerstone of IUCN, CBD, as stated at the 2012
IUCN World Conservation Congress. The banning emerges from the confusion between legitimate
ethical sport hunting, which is an accepted form of rational resource use that can benefit and
incentivize rhino conservation, with indefensible unethical canned [shooting] of captive bred lions in
small enclosures. It remains imperative that any such [banning] actions should not be taken
unilaterally and without consultation with expert conservationists. Decisions need to be based upon
best supporting evidence, with an assessment of positive and negative outcomes.
Cameroon
The Africa Trade in Wildlife Information eXchange (AFRICA-TWIX) platform was launched
following a phase of in-country needs assessments with government stakeholders. AFRICA-TWIX is
based on experience drawn from the hugely successful EU-TWIX database and information exchange
system used by enforcement personnel from across Europe for more than a decade. AFRICA-TWIX,
managed by TRAFFIC and hosted by COMIFAC, will initially run in four countries of Central Africa—
Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, and Democratic Republic of Congo—after which, the aim is to expand its
geographical scope and coverage to other parts of the continent. The launch of AFRICA-TWIX took
place following a two day workshop held in Douala, Cameroon, to validate the structure of the
database on seizures and to define which criminal offences relate to illegal wildlife trade in each
country (Source TRAFFIC)
Kenya
The African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) announced Ugandan native Kaddu Kiwe Sebunya as
its new President. Sebunya will focus on advancing a clear policy agenda for wildlife as part of
Africa’s future, ensuring the continent’s blueprint for development and growth includes space and
protections for Africa’s natural heritage.
Kenya
A report by the Kenyan Parliament’s Environment and Natural Resources Committee says
wildlife populations of different species have declined by between 30 to 90 percent since 1977,
when hunting was banned in the country. The Committee warns Parliament that some animals could
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disappear in the next few decades. Species that have significantly declined and are critically
threatened include elephants, rhinos, Grevy’s zebra, roan and stable antelopes, hirola, bongo, lion
and cheetah. Besides poaching, the committee found that habitat loss due to increasing human
settlement and developments, human-wildlife conflict and widespread bush meat hunting are also
contributing to the dwindling numbers. RDB
Malawi
African Parks, a nonprofit conservation organization for the rehabilitation and long-term
management of national parks in Africa in partnership with governments and local communities, has
been awarded €2.6 million by the Dutch Postcode Lottery for the restoration of Liwonde National
Park and Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve in Malawi totaling 225,000 ha.
Malawi
African Parks has started construction for a 42,000-acre fenced elephant sanctuary within
Malawi's Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. African Parks took over management control of the run down
1,800km2 park half a year ago and now tries to develop it into a viable wildlife sanctuary. Elephants
will be translocated from Majete WR and Liwonde NP which face elephant overpopulation. RDB
South Africa
South Africa is in the grips of its worst drought in decades. The South African Weather
Service recently announced that 2015 was the driest year on record since 1904. Hippos in Kruger
National Park are increasingly grazing during the day rather than staying in rivers and pools as usual,
a sign of an intensifying drought expected to kill some animals in the weeks ahead. Buffalos are also
expected to suffer heavily.
South Africa
Peter Flack received the Bataleur Award from SA Hunters and Game Conservation
Association. SAHGCA CEO Fred Camphor said “the association presented its most prestigious
conservation award to Peter Flack in recognition of his lifetime conservation work.” In January, 2016,
The African Professional Hunters Association (APHA) presented Flack with their inaugural Selous
Award. In his speech Jason Roussos, vice president and secretary general of APHA, said “the Selous
Award is fundamentally based on a single criterion – a passion for African hunting”. Source SAHGCA
South Africa
A group of companies, known as
Greater Kudu Club advertises that “three
exceptional bulls will be used in its innovative
new breeding programs”. Named Hercules
(66 5⁄8”), Apollo (68 4/8” – see photo) and
Mr. Universe (widely regarded as the bull
with the biggest horn potential in South
Africa), they “form the nucleus from which
truly exceptional kudu genetics will be
produced. They are running on a rotation
basis with a group of 100 hand selected
cows.”

Breeding formerly wild animals for large horns
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South Africa
News24 reported that Park Chol-jun, political councilor at the North Korean embassy was
accused of abusing his diplomatic immunity and his embassy's diplomatic bag to smuggle rhino horn.
He has been expelled from South Africa. Park was arrested on May 3 in Maputo after 4.5kg of rhino
horn and $99,300 in cash were found in a vehicle with diplomatic license plates of the North Korean
embassy in Pretoria. Quoting a "South Korean embassy source", news agency UPI reported at the
time of the arrests that "North Koreans regularly access the land route to Mozambique, in order to
acquire horns; the revenue is needed, the source said, “to keep the North Korean mission in
operation". Source http://allafrica.com/stories/201512231138.html
South Africa
South Africa’s environment minister Edna Molewa said in January that 1,175 dead rhinos
were discovered during the country’s annual census of poaching activities - 40 less than the 2014
record of 1,215. This announcement adds a misleading gloss to another devastating year. Tom
Milliken, a rhino expert from TRAFFIC, warned about misinterpretation of the numbers. He said the
real number of deaths “could be considerably higher given that not all poached rhino carcasses are
found”. Milliken also said many Chinese nationals had been implicated in the growing trade. “The
infiltration of these communities by sophisticated criminal gangs not only threatens rhinos, it also
compromises the safety and sustainable development of the people living in these communities,”
said Jo Shaw, WWF-South Africa’s rhino program manager. Source The Guardian
South Africa
The rhino horn moratorium judgment was handed down by the High Court of South Africa,
in November 2015. An application for leave to appeal filed by the Department on 9th December 2015
suspended the execution of the judgment; hence the moratorium on the domestic trade in rhino
horn remained in place. On 20th January 2016 the Department’s application was dismissed and the
moratorium is now no longer in place. Minister Molewa decided to apply for leave to appeal to the
Supreme Court of Appeal, which – once lodged - will result in the renewed suspension of the
execution of the court’s decision to review and set aside the moratorium. (Source DEA).
Tanzania
The Ambassador of Germany to Tanzania, Mr. Egon Konchake, handed over two Aviat
Aircraft Husky A-IC aircraft to the Tanzanian Minister for Natural Resources and Tourism, Prof.
Jumanne Maghembe, February 16th. He said Germany was has been looking at adding efforts to
conservation of wildlife in Tanzania. The two planes will be used for aerial patrols over Serengeti
National Park and the Selous Game Reserve to monitor poaching and wildlife conservation. Germany
had granted Tanzania over 32 million Euro in the next five years. The funds will cover the
establishment of the Tanzania Wildlife Authority (TAWA), wildlife research, anti-poaching efforts,
and the setting up of a game ranger squad (Source TurboNews)
Zimbabwe
Six South Africans (Francois Petrus Grobler, Peter Schalk, Torrie and JD Potgieter Damian
Leroux and Pieter Burger) and one Zimbabwean (Munyaradzi Tapera) accused of trying to smuggle
12 young sable antelopes out of Zambia pleaded guilty to 13 counts of unlawful possession of
wildlife and ammunition. They were caught at Kotakota Airstrip in Gwembe District about to load
the antelopes onto a small specially fitted airplane destined for South Africa. Zambian and South
African authorities were collaborating on investigating the “complex wildlife smuggling syndicate”.
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Some people with knowledge of the wildlife sector suggested that this operation was uncovered
only because an underpaid insider got disgruntled. The sable were alleged to be bought by Louis van
der Walt on behalf of Soutpansberg Boerdery Trust from a group of sable at Kyindu Ranch south of
Lusaka belonging to Swanvest 234 (Pty) Ltd of South Africa. Swanvest has denied any involvement.
Source The Bulletin & Record, Zambia.
Zimbabwe
In January Zimbabwe National Parks rangers exchanged gunfire with 11 armed poachers
from Zambia in the Kariba/Chirundu district in Northern Zimbabwe, on the Zambezi River. During
follow-up operations, the rangers recovered 22 elephant tusks, over 400 bullets, food supplies, and
clothing. Source: The News Hub .com
Zimbabwe
A significant surge in rhino poaching in Zimbabwe in 2015 saw at least 50 rhino poached, 42
of them black rhino, more than double the figure lost the previous year, the Lowveld Rhino Trust
reported. The majority of losses were suffered in the Lowveld Conservancies that contain the only
populations that are regarded by IUCN as being genetically and demographically viable."
Zimbabwe
The Save Valley Conservancy has been hit with rhino poaching, orchestrated by a wellknown villain, and have lost some rhino. They also have recorded some success lately – they had a
shootout and killed one poacher, arrested three more and confiscated some weapons.
Unfortunately the poachers had killed at least two rhino. The captured poacher was sentenced to 35
years of which 15 years were suspended on condition he repays the state $ 480,000 (the value of the
rhino poached). (Source Bhejane Trust Newsletter 12/2015)
World
According to US scientists the year 2015 was by far the hottest year since records began. The
US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced that the Earth’s average
temperature was 0.9 degrees Celsius situated above the mean of the 20th century. The previous heat
record set in 2014 was exceeded by 0.16 degrees.

THE GREAT DIVIDE BETWEEN POACHERS AND ETHICAL HUNTING
THE MEDIA WILL NOT TALK ABOUT
Jane Flowers
Transforming devastated habitat through sustainable and ethical hunting in Mozambique
Hunting and conservation are words often described in the media as an oxymoron. Many
articles circulating around the world describe the activities of legal hunters and then launch into the
devastation to wildlife caused by poachers. The divide and the vast differences between legal
hunters and poachers are ignored. Activists and media far too often lump hunting operations into
the same bracket as poachers.
"This is far from the truth," says Neil Duckworth of Rio Save Safaris (RSS). Talking about
Coutada 9, an area in Mozambique where the combined efforts of RSS, Mokore Wildlife
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Investments, Gajogoland Safaris, and Western Safaris have transformed devastation into paradise,
Neil believes it is a fine example of how conservation can be achieved through ethical hunting.
Prior to 2002, Coutada 9, like all other wilderness areas in Mozambique, had been through
over twenty-five years of civil war and rampant poaching. This massive area (4,333 square
kilometres) was left virtually devoid of wildlife. Furthermore, the area suffered serious habitat
destruction. It was subjected to annual late season bushfires and the indiscriminate cutting of trees
through "slash and burn" agricultural practices.

1306 gin traps, 68 cable snares, 9 cane rat traps and 25 homemade muzzleloaders that were collected
by our RSS anti-poaching team in 2015. This anti-poaching effort alone costs RSS over US$100 000
annually, all of this comes from sustainable hunting

In 2002, Rio Save Safaris took over the concession and set out to rehabilitate the area to its
former glory. Their first priorities were to take control of the massive poaching epidemic and to
provide surface water for the very limited remaining wildlife.
Over the past 13 years, RSS has drilled 22 boreholes and constructed 12 large dams, which
provide permanent surface water for the wildlife in Coutada 9. This water is essential for life and all
species benefit, including birds, smaller mammals as well as insects.
Since 2003 RSS anti-poaching teams have consistently removed over 1000 gin traps per year,
caught on average 150 poachers per year and confiscated numerous homemade muzzleloader rifles
as well as a few modern assault weapons like AK 47’s from poachers. For every weapon confiscated,
poacher apprehended or trap removed, RSS have paid an incentive bonus to the anti-poaching units.
Due to these continuous efforts, the wildlife has thrived and flourished, to the stage where most
populations have reached sustainable population densities.
Some species populations were so low that RSS set out to re-introduce them. "This was an
achievement when you consider that no importation of wildlife or inter-area game transfers had
ever taken place in Mozambique before," Neil said. After 18 months of tireless negotiations, RSS
imported 10 lions in September 2009 from Phinda Game Reserve in South Africa. They were
transported and successfully released them into Coutada 9 over 1600 km away. They have settled
and are breeding well in the Coutada.
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Waterbuck numbers, a species that once thrived in Coutada 9, were down to a mere handful
after the civil war. RSS made a deal with Gorongosa National Park (GNP) to swop 20 Zebra and 40
eland for 146 waterbuck. GNP got to increase their eland and zebra populations and Coutada 9
received 146 waterbuck in September 2013. Waterbuck are now seen daily and they are breeding
well. A key priority from the outset was to boost the local remnant buffalo population. After more
than 10 years of trying to source buffalo from surrounding countries as well as within Mozambique,
RSS was finally granted permission from the Mozambique government to capture 50 buffalo as a
trial from the Zambesi Delta reserve. This was finally achieved in 2015. The 50 buffalo are safe and
sound in Coutada 9 with plans now to capture a further 250 next year.
These projects and all other developments such as building road networks, safari camps and
staff accommodation to date have been funded through trophy hunting. RSS operates on a strict
sustainable off-take quota where a small percentage, normally 2-5% of a population, is harvested.
These animals are usually males past their prime and their removal has little impact on the overall
species population.
All funds raised through trophy hunting to date, have gone back into the conservation and
development of this magnificent area as well as to support the local communities. Unfortunately due
to the remoteness of the concession and thick bush, photographic tourism is very limited and not a
feasible option for this area. Of the animals harvested, 25 % of the trophy fee received from foreign
hunters goes directly to the local communities. RSS also supplies most meat to the community either
directly through delivering it to the local villages or indirectly through issuing it to the staff working
within the Coutada. The meat from all animals harvested is fully utilized.
"Poaching, as opposed to legal trophy hunting, is indiscriminate, without regard to age, sex,
or species of animals killed. There is no respect for boundaries or numbers of animals harvested and
if not constantly policed there will be no wildlife left," says Neil. "The general modus operandi of the
poachers in this region is hunting with homemade gin traps or snares, which is very cruel. When RSS
initially arrived in Coutada 9 almost every animal harvested by hunters was missing a foot from
these traps."
Once trapped, the animal will drag the trap around for up to four days until the poachers
catch up to it and kill it with an axe or spear. Some species such as lion, buffalo, leopard and
elephant that they cannot kill with axes due to the danger aspect, are left to drag these traps around
for weeks until the animal dies either from starvation or from infection. Sometimes the animal’s foot
rots, breaks or is bitten off. These survivors are then crippled for life, or slowly lose condition and
die. One male lion had three of its four limbs injured from traps. Thanks to hunter-supported antipoaching efforts, there are far fewer cases of injured animals but it is still a continual problem. The
only donations received to date have been from the hunting organisations, Dallas Safari Club and
Safari Club International. Neil says that they are very grateful to them because they are helping RSS
to save the animals and the habitat on Coutada 9
"Yes," says Neil, "a massive ‘thank you’ to all the hunters who, following their passion for
adventure in wild Africa are helping to save our wilderness". It is the hunters, says Neil who "have
saved thousands of animals in Coutada 9, provided employment, and income for many families as
well as fed thousands of local villagers over the past 13 years. None of the animals here have names
but hunters are the only ones fighting to save these remote and wonderful areas and their wildlife.
The continued support of sustainable hunting is greatly appreciated."
This article with many more photos was originally published at The Newshub.com
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POACHERS WHO KILLED HELICOPTER PILOT IN TANZANIA ARRESTED
Rolf D Baldus & Gerhard R Damm
After a weeklong manhunt and house-tohouse searches in villages surrounding the Maswa
Game Reserve near the Serengeti in Northern
Tanzania, nine people were arrested in connection
with the death of helicopter pilot Roger Gower. The
country’s National and Transnational Serious Crimes
Investigation Unit teamed up with police and local
authorities to find the killers. “We took this very
seriously,” said Maj. Gen. Gaudence Milanzi,
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Tourism.
The nine arrested poachers included a
former police officer who apparently used his
position as an intelligence officer with a regional
conservation authority to help the poachers. One of
the arrested led the police to the rifle and to the
elephant tusks. In the meantime four men have
The late Roger Gower
pleaded guilty to the unlawful possession of
Helicopter Pilot and Conservationist
firearms and ammunition in a court in Dar es
Salaam. They received prison sentences ranging
between 15 and 20 years. The murder trial will be held separately in a higher court.
The pilot, Roger Gower, 37, was shot on January 29 while conducting anti-poaching
surveillance over Maswa Game Reserve. He and a South African colleague, Nick Bester, who works in
the neighboring Mwiba Wildlife Reserve had received a report from a guide that six shots had been
heard. During their reconnaissance flight at low altitude they came across three fresh elephant
carcasses. Gower circled back to take a closer look, when their helicopter was shot at by poachers. A
bullet pierced the floor of the helicopter and mortally wounding Mr. Gower.
Although fatally hit, Gower, assisted by Bester, managed a hard landing. Nick Bester hid in a
thicket together with the wounded pilot. Bester radioed rangers of the National Park Authority
TANAPA for help. They were soon on the spot, but the pilot had died by then. Bester suffered a
fractured vertebra and two broken ribs in the crash landing. The morning after being rescued Nick
was airlifted to Nairobi and flown to Johannesburg.
Roger Gower, a former accountant from Birmingham, had come to Tanzania as a pilot eight
years ago. He worked for the Friedkin Conservation Fund (FCF), an American charity that was
created by the American hunter and philanthropist Dan Friedkin. Friedkin is a major shareholder of
several tourism lodges as well as Tanzania Game Tracker Safaris, one of the largest safari hunting
outfitters in Tanzania. FCF finances and conducts effective and successful anti-poaching operations
in the company's hunting blocks and tourist concessions in collaboration with Tanzanian wildlife
authorities. "This tragic incident highlights once more the risks and costs of the wildlife protection in
Tanzania", Dan Friedkin said after Gower’s murder.
Media in Europe and North America apparently overlook the facts that most Tanzanian
safari hunting operators raise significant internal and external resources to combat poaching.
Consequently none of the reports on the downing of the helicopter and Roger Gower’s murder
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mentions that these anti-poaching surveillance flights are funded mainly by the hunting sector.
Undeservedly animal welfare organizations – some of them unashamedly anti-hunting – get the
credit for the continuous fight against poaching.
Commercial poaching has more than halved Tanzania elephant populations. Only about
51,000 elephants remain according to the results of the ongoing Great African Elephant Census
(some local sources suggest that there are around 60,000 animals). The Tanzanian government
undertook considerable efforts to get the poaching under control in the past two years. In the Selous
Game Reserve, the elephant population has stabilized again and for Rungwa-Ruaha Ecosystem
counts were revised upward significantly.
To scale up the war against poaching and the plundering of natural resources, Tanzania’s
new Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism, Prof. Jumanne Maghembe announced recently that
experts from Tanzania Wildlife Authority (TAWA), Tanzania National Parks (TANAPA), Ngorongoro
Conservation Area Authority (NCAA) and Tanzania Forest Services (TFS) will cooperate in the Wildlife
Crime Unit with the security sector from Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA), the Tanzania Airport
Authority (TAA), the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) as well as local and international
conservation institutions and stakeholders.
"As a government, we are determined to eliminate the entire syndicate of poaching in this
country. The latest incident shows us that poachers are well-prepared and we're also telling them
that the war against them has just started," Prof Jumanne Maghembe stressed.
Legal elephant hunting in Tanzania is strictly regulated, and rules set minimum dimensions
for weight and length of the tusks. In the year 2014 seven elephant bulls and in 2015 only three
were collected by visiting hunters. Hunters pay considerable amounts of money for an elephant
hunting safari. Those hunters who hunted elephant unsuccessfully, because they don’t encounter
elephant bulls with legal tusks also contribute significant parts of their safari expenses towards game
management and community development. The USF&WS ban on imports of legally hunted elephant
tusks from Tanzania is therefore highly counterproductive for Tanzania’s wildlife says Benson
Kibonde, the longtime chief of the Selous Game Reserve, who has recently retired. And he adds in a
pessimistic mood: "Without hunting the Selous is doomed!"

ABSTRACTS OF RECENTLY PUBLISHED WILDLIFE PAPERS
Compiled by Gerhard R Damm
TROPHY HUNTING IN NAMIBIA: A CASE OF AN UNETHICAL IMAGE THAT IS UNJUSTIFIED?
Tom McNamara, Irena Descubes and Cyrlene Claasen
Technical Report - The ESC Rennes School of Business January 13, 2016
The purpose of this paper is to examine the discourse of organized trophy hunting providers, mostly
operating in Namibia. With the increasing pressure from opponent groups such as animal rights
activists as well as from hunters themselves, trophy hunting operators are increasingly facing
questions about the responsibility and sustainability of their activities. This study explores the role of
a marketing discourse used in the online marketing communications of one hundred Namibian safari
providers. The results of our discourse analysis show that the vast majority of information provided
on the sites investigated dealt with the richness of the fauna available for hunting, the quality of the
service provided and the competitiveness of the prices of safari packages. Only a minority of safari
websites had statements regarding ethics is it relates to trophy hunting. Where cited, ethics was
usually spoken of in terms of the tradition of family run business having a social and economic
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responsibility to the land and local community as a result of the multi-generational nature of their
operations. The results of this exploratory study suggest that the conventional wisdom of
contextualizing trophy hunting as a cruel and resource destroying activity is simplistic at best and
erroneous at worst, and should be further challenged and studied.
Download at
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/290391154_Trophy_Hunting_in_Namibia_A_Case_of_an
_Unethical_Image_that_is_Unjustified

BANNING TROPHY HUNTING WILL EXACERBATE BIODIVERSITY LOSS
Enrico Di Minin, Nigel Leader-Williams, and Corey J. A. Bradshaw
Trends in Ecology & Evolution 2037 (2016 - article in press)
International pressure to ban trophy hunting is increasing. However, we argue that trophy hunting
can be an important conservation tool, provided it can be done in a controlled manner to benefit
biodiversity conservation and local people. Where political and governance structures are adequate,
trophy hunting can help address the ongoing loss of species.
Download at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26746807
Also to be read http://conservationbytes.com/2016/01/05/outright-bans-of-trophy-hunting-coulddo-more-harm-than-good/

BUSHMEAT, WILDLIFE-BASED ECONOMIES, FOOD SECURITY AND CONSERVATION: INSIGHTS INTO
THE ECOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL IMPACTS OF THE BUSHMEAT TRADE IN AFRICAN SAVANNAHS
Lindsey, P., Taylor, W.A., Nyirenda, V., Barnes, L.
2015. FAO/Panthera/Zoological Society of London/SULi Report, Harare. 58 pages. ISBN: 978-0-62068624-2
This publication gives an overview of bushmeat, wildlife-based economies, food security and
conservation in African savannahs. The bushmeat trade is a serious but underappreciated
conservation threat in African savannahs. While bushmeat hunting has been practiced by humans
for subsistence for millennia, increases in human populations mean that harvests are often no longer
sustainable. Furthermore, hunting for bushmeat is increasingly conducted on a commercial basis to
obtain meat for sale. Illegal hunting for bushmeat constitutes one of the primary threats to wildlife
conservation in Africa today. Many wildlife areas are now suffering from the dual threat of illegal
hunting for bushmeat and illegal hunting for non-meat trophies such as ivory and rhino horn, with
catastrophic consequences for the ecology of those areas, and for the potential for deriving longterm economic and livelihood benefits from wildlife. The report looks at the ecological, economic,
and social impacts and at the challenges that make the bushmeat issue so difficult to address.

THE (INTER)NATIONAL STRATEGY: AN IVORY TRADE BAN IN THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA
Morgan V. Manley, 2015. Fordham International Law Journal [Vol. 38:1511 to 1585]
An objective analysis of the debate over the ivory trade and its relationship to elephant poaching,
where Daniel Stiles from Kenya is quoted in the introduction with “We should remember that the
ultimate objective is to stop elephant killing for ivory, not killing ivory trade. The anti-trade
movement seems to have lost sight of that fact . . . .”
Download at http://fordhamilj.org/files/2015/08/6.Manley-TheInternationalStrategy.pdf
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63RD CIC GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN BRUSSELS, 22-23 APRIL
2016
It is with enthusiasm, and awareness of the importance of the
challenges we will face, that the Belgian Delegation welcomes you to
Brussels for the 63rd General Assembly.
Belgium already had the pleasure of hosting a CIC General Assembly in
1976, where the great issues of hunting at the time were debated. One
can immediately recognize that hunting today is quite different than it
was forty years ago.
Read more...
Tony Pouppez de Kettenis, Head of the Belgian CIC Delegation

We are grateful to the Belgian CIC Delegation for hosting the 63rd CIC
General Assembly in Brussels, the heart of Europe. Special thanks go to
the European Landowners’ Organisation (ELO) team which is greatly
assisting in the preparations.
We want to use this opportunity to emphasize our mission for the
decision makers of the European Union: “To promote – across the
globe – sustainable hunting to conserve wildlife and wild lands, support
communities and preserve our hunting heritage.” This is why we chose
the motto: “Hunting is Conservation”! Read more...
Bernard Lozé, President of the CIC
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