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Africa

Coexistence is the key to survival. The image above (an elephant being driven out of farm 

fields by a vehicle) is from “The Edge of Existence,” a forthcoming documentary about human-

wildlife conflict on the boundaries of conservation areas in Africa. And an article in the Stanford 

Social Innovation Review covers conservation in the Serengeti, Okavango Delta and Kalahari 

regions, some of the world’s most prolific wildlife ecosystems, which are surrounded by fast-

growing human communities: 

“Rural livelihoods depend on these forests, fisheries and rangelands, so effective and lasting 

conservation strategies must find ways not only to protect wildlife and the environment but 

also to deliver economic opportunities at local and national scales. In Kenya, for example, up to 

65% of all wildlife is found on community and private lands, outside government parks and 

reserves, and wildlife tourism is a multi-billion dollar industry . . . As the President of Botswana 

wrote last year in the Wall Street Journal, ‘Elephants need to constitute a benefit, not a burden, 

to those who live side-by-side with them.’ 

“All of this is easier said than done, and conservation is littered with projects that promised to 

make conservation profitable and beneficial to local communities but struggled to deliver. But 

since Zimbabwe’s CAMPFIRE program in the 1980s—which helped pioneer the idea of 
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https://vimeo.com/295985546
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/african_conservation_entrepreneurs_and_business_solutions_to_the_biodiversity_crisis
http://www.teebweb.org/
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/494211519848647950/pdf/123765-WP-REVISED-PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/hunting-elephants-will-help-them-survive-11560985152
https://www.conservationmagazine.org/2011/03/conservation-and-poverty/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42606968?seq=1
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generating community-level incentives for wildlife conservation through sustainable and 

locally managed use—the region has been a source of fertile innovation for conservation 

efforts around the world. Today, it’s clear that it can be done: A “conservation economy” can 

create jobs and attract investment while protecting and sustaining the ecological wealth that 

peoples’ livelihoods depend on. A rising generation of African conservation entrepreneurs . . . is 

reframing conservation as a growth sector.”  

No more donkey skins for China. Kenya is the latest African country to ban the export of 

donkey “products.” Three slaughterhouses then took the government to court, according to an 

August 14 Daily Maverick article. In 2016-18, the skins of more than 300,000 of Kenya’s 2 

million donkeys were sent to China for “traditional medicine.” (There’s more on the global 

massacre of donkeys in Science.) In East Africa, women in particular rely on donkeys to carry 

water, firewood and other necessities. 

The pandemic is a crisis for conservation across Southern Africa. A team of conservation 

leaders proposes—in this May 20 Mongabay.com article—to turn the crisis into opportunity by 

questioning assumptions, refining existing models and improving conservation practices. 

But the Southern African Wildlife College is being kept afloat by the Friends of African 

Wildlife and the Ivan Carter Wildlife Conservation Alliance during the COVID-19 lockdown, 

according to the August issue of The Bateleur, its newsletter. The school, near Kruger Park’s 

Orphen Gate, teaches students how to protect Africa’s natural resources and biodiversity. 

COVID-19 is hardly Africa’s first pandemic. AIDS, for example, is still killing Africans. And 

outbreaks of rinderpest in 1887-96 and 1993-97 killed 90% of Southern and East Africa’s 

cattle, decimated wildlife and created a staggering human tragedy, says a July 20 article in 

AfricaGeographic.com. 

Baby boom at Amboseli. US National Public Radio reported that as of World Elephant Day, 

August 12, 170 elephant calves had been born at Kenya’s Amboseli National Park—while in 

2018, only 113 calves were born there. (Elephant pregnancies last almost two years.) The 

higher birth rate is probably due to more rain, which means more vegetation and fodder. The 

Kenya Wildlife Service also says it has been able to curb ivory poaching—since 1989, the 
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https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-08-14-kenyas-recent-ban-on-the-export-of-donkey-skins-to-china-faces-legal-challenges/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=First%20Thing%20TGIF%2014%20August%202020%20Lambo&utm_content=First%20Thing%20TGIF%2014%20August%202020%20Lambo+CID_db139edd2e08a64ffd1fdfa49732da6f&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=Kenyas%20recent%20ban%20on%20the%20export%20of%20donkey%20skins%20to%20China%20faces%20legal%20challenges
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/12/chinese-trade-hides-has-led-global-donkey-massacre?utm_campaign=news_daily_2019-12-12&et_rid=643272306&et_cid=3121535
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/from-crisis-to-solutions-for-communities-and-african-conservation-commentary/?utm_source=Mongabay+Newsletter&utm_campaign=624a4d7680-Newsletter_2020_04_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_940652e1f4-624a4d7680-67241867&utm_campaign=website&utm_source=sendgrid.com&utm_medium=email
https://wildlifecollege.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bb84aada9c7d0f91d467e53df&id=db627c7a23&e=c02bc1de8c
https://wildlifecollege.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bb84aada9c7d0f91d467e53df&id=db627c7a23&e=c02bc1de8c
https://wildlifecollege.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bb84aada9c7d0f91d467e53df&id=0cf2459a48&e=c02bc1de8c
https://mailchi.mp/c5e907632c76/the-bateleur-august-2020?e=c02bc1de8c
https://africageographic.com/stories/understanding-rinderpest/?mc_cid=16ed0d0ce8&mc_eid=3543938c1a
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/14/902177466/some-good-news-an-elephant-baby-boom-in-one-kenyan-national-park
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country’s elephant population has reportedly climbed from 16,000 animals to some 34,800 by 

the end of 2019.  

Hyenas killed 161 head of livestock in 2017-19 in Namibia’s Zambezi region (formerly the 

Caprivi), reported the Kwando Carnivore Project in June.  In a separate analysis, the KWC 

reported the loss of 416 cattle to lions in 2013-19 in Mudumu South, also in Zambezi.  

Lions avoid cattle with eyes on their backsides say these researchers in The Conversation on 

August 7. Ambush predators like lions are less likely to attack if the cows have eyes painted on 

their rumps. (Tigers in India reportedly exhibit similar behavior.)  

Removing cattle from Bwabwata National Park will not hurt livelihoods, says Namibia’s 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism, which pointed out that the region’s San people 

earn up to N$5 million ($285,000) annually from hunting concessions alone. But the 

Hambukushu community objects to the removal of cattle from Bwabwata and wants parklands 

for farming. The story was on NBC Namibia on August 7.  

The 18th annual African Wildlife Consultative Forum is planned for November 9-13, in 

Kasane, Botswana. It convenes government officials, professional hunting associations, 

conservation policy experts and wildlife biologists.  

Bushmen go digital. San hunters of the Kalahari are loading an app called CyberTracker into 

their smartphones to record where they’ve found wildlife and animal sign. The hunters are paid 

for their inputs and the data help scientists plot the region’s biodiversity. CyberTracker is also 

used by indigenous hunters in Australia and for land management in Canada, dolphin studies 

off New Zealand, whale monitoring in Antarctica and turtle research in the Pacific. The story 

was on CNN on July 9. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z4un7q8RUHc8FFot0Q2JcKgqq3DZ5e83/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rcrlq9C0q_j0R94h-AiG0FZ3Sa-y4BEE/view
https://theconversation.com/lions-are-less-likely-to-attack-cattle-with-eyes-painted-on-their-backsides-142488
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/09/05/science/face-masks-fool-the-bengal-tigers.html
https://www.nbc.na/news/ministry-environment-says-removal-cattle-bwabwata-will-not-negatively-impact-livelihoods.34997
https://www.awcfinfo.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/09/africa/louis-liebenberg-c2e-spc-int/index.html
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North & South America

A ‘watershed moment’ for US water quality—a bad one. That’s how Ohio State University 

researchers, writing in Science on August 14, describe the potential impact of a new federal 

ruling that proposes to reduce protection of many waterways and wetlands under the Clean 

Water Act.  

Pebble Mine shot down, finally. Maybe. Alaska’s huge Pebble Mine project was green-lighted 

in July after 20+ years of controversy—and then delayed again, on August 24, after influential 

people connected to the Trump Administration went public with their concerns about damage 

to Bristol Bay. As a result, the US Corps of Engineers ruled that the mining company “must 

show within 90 days how it will compensate for harming more than 2,800 acres of wetlands, 

130 miles of streams and more than 130 acres of open water within Alaska’s Koktuli River 

Watershed.” The proposed mine site is at the river’s headwaters. The news broke on 

WashingtonPost.com on August 24. 

Changes to Alaska’s hunting laws have been sensationalized and misinterpreted, writes the 

Director of Wildlife Conservation for the Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game in a June 16 article on 

MustReadAlaska.com. (Some general-media coverage—discussed in OutdoorLife in June—has 
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https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-08/osu-awm081020.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/08/24/pebble-mine-trump/
https://mustreadalaska.com/keep-d-c-politics-out-of-fish-and-game-management/
https://www.outdoorlife.com/story/hunting/bear-hunting-regulation-changes-in-alaska/
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been misleading or false.) The recent federal ruling re-aligns wildlife regulations in Alaska’s 

national preserves with the state’s own laws; it does not legalize hunting in national parks. And 

some of the hunting or trapping methods under attack are restricted to traditional native 

Alaskan practices in remote areas. Baiting and trapping are closely regulated by ADF&G. A 

series of videos and the booklet Hunt Alaska explain the state’s predator management 

programs.  

Speaking of Alaska, lynx are being spotted even in Anchorage. The reason appears to be a 

boom in the population of the cats’ favorite meal, the snowshoe hare. NatGeo.com reported 

the story on July 22.  

A NY judge has halted changes to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act sought by the Interior Dept., 

the National Audubon Society reported on August 12—changes that would have cut 

protection of more than 1,000 wild bird species. The judge struck down the administration's 

argument that the MBTA only applies to the intentional killing of birds and not “incidental” 

killing from industrial activities. “It is not only a sin to kill a mockingbird, it is also a crime,” she 

wrote in her ruling, citing Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird. 

President Trump has signed into law the GAOA, the Great American Outdoors Act, which 

received broad support in both houses of Congress. The law “fully and permanently funds the 

Land and Water Conservation Fund [at $900 million/year] and provides $9.5 billion over five 

years to fix maintenance problems . . . in America’s public lands.” An August 21 opinion piece in 

The Colorado Sun explains the rightness of using “dirty” oil money to further conservation.  

$5 million in federal funding will go to combat chronic wasting disease, but nearly a third of 

the money is for commercial deer farms with CWD-positive animals. An August 13 report on 

the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership website questions this and asks for a 

congressional review. 

Lesser prairie chicken populations appear to be growing, says a July 1 press release from the 

Western Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies. Surveys estimate a range-wide breeding 

population of 34,408 birds this year, compared to 33,094 in 2018. Voluntary conservation 

efforts by landowners have created more habitat in recent years. 
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http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/regulations/wildliferegulations/pdfs/2019_2020_bear_baiting_seasons_and_requirements.pdf
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=wildliferegulations.main
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=intensivemanagement.video
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/home/library/pdfs/wildlife/booklets_books/hunt_alaska_2012.pdf
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020/07/lynx-long-journeys-mountains-alaska-canada/?cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Animals_20200723&rid=D6ABEC85BBD33DD9DE7DA9A9CFB43BA7
https://www.audubon.org/news/court-strikes-down-trump-administration-policy-let-companies-kill-birds
https://coloradosun.com/2020/08/21/great-americas-outdoors-act-environment-opinion/?utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun&utm_campaign=7604609eb4-Sun-Up&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2e5f9a0f1b-7604609eb4-66493638&mc_cid=7604609eb4&mc_eid=2d3c1809f7
https://www.trcp.org/2020/08/13/almost-one-third-cwd-funding-intended-states-going-captive-deer-operators/?emci=117c6317-40de-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&emdi=09525a2a-71de-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&ceid=3770916
https://www.wafwa.org/news/e_2216/News/2020/7/Aerial-Surveys-Document-Stable-Lesser-Prairie-Chicken-Population-Trends-


Frontlines Dispatches - Vol II, Number 9, September 2020 Page 7

Ranchers and conservationists working together? It’s happening in Florida, where a coalition 

of these unusual allies aims to keep “working” lands solvent and free of development. Cattle 

ranches in Florida, says an August 11 article on bioGraphic.com, have some of the best wildlife 

habitat the state has left.  

Outdoor Afro is a nonprofit social community with 36,000+ participants in 30 states that 

reconnects African Americans with Nature through outdoor recreation and environmental 

education. Rue Mapp, a 2019 National Geographic Education Fellow, launched it as a blog from 

her kitchen table in 2009.  

Dept. of Unintended Consequences, sec. 419(b): Light-emitting diodes are the poacher’s new 

best friend. A July 31 article in Science credits LED flashlights—bright, lightweight and energy-

efficient—with significantly boosting the kill of nocturnal animals in Amazonia. Researchers 

found that since 2011, when such flashlights became widely available, some nighttime hunters 

are twice as effective as before.  

A 200-fold increase in trafficked dead jaguars seized by authorities in Central and South 

America between 2012 and 2018 was reported in a new study reviewed on Mongabay.com on 

August 11. The surge in jaguar poaching seems to be driven by Chinese traders.  

If hunting and fishing stopped, what would be the consequences? An August 3 Arizona Daily 

Sun article challenges readers who would like to see “blood sports” disappear and discusses the 

Wild Harvest Initiative and wildlife habitat, biodiversity, environmental management and food 

security: “If you equate all the wild meat harvested [in the US] as quarter-pound 

hamburgers . . . annually recreational hunting [provides] a staggering 2.17 billion meals of wild-

harvested, chemically free meat.”  

Hey, I’m no hunter or angler! Why do I have to buy a hunting or fishing license to use nearly 

600 public lands in Colorado? The answer (see last month’s Dispatches): because the license 

fees help support those lands. But now, reported The Colorado Sun on August 6, animal-rights 

and other “non-consumptive” groups are pressuring CO Parks and Wildlife to adjust the rule. 
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https://www.biographic.com/raising-nature-on-florida-ranchlands/
https://outdoorafro.com/
https://blog.education.nationalgeographic.org/2019/01/14/meet-the-2019-national-geographic-education-fellows/
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/07/powerful-led-flashlights-humans-are-upping-their-jungle-kills?utm_campaign=news_weekly_2020-07-31&et_rid=643272306&et_cid=3430879
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/08/something-is-targeting-jaguars-200-fold-rise-in-seizures-china-link/?utm_source=Mongabay+Newsletter&utm_campaign=dfd5f4bd39-Newsletter_2020_04_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_940652e1f4-dfd5f4bd39-67241867&mc_cid=dfd5f4bd39&mc_eid=421b22a49b
https://azdailysun.com/opinion/columnists/wolfs-den-huntings-benefits-its-all-there-in-the-numbers/article_36c10aa7-dc6f-5f28-8f43-215128af72f9.html
https://www.conservationvisions.com/wild-harvest-initiative
https://coloradosun.com/2020/08/06/colorado-hunting-fishing-license-rule-public-lands-opposition/?utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun&utm_campaign=fdcd28da61-Sun-Up&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2e5f9a0f1b-fdcd28da61-66493638&mc_cid=fdcd28da61&mc_eid=2d3c1809f7
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Can “The Harvest” change public perceptions? A Denver media company wants to showcase 

the “true heartland way of life” in a crowd-sourced film of that title, hoping that it will 

popularize hunting the way Robert Redford’s “A River Runs Through It” did fly-fishing. In Forbes 

on July 21, the producer promised an entertaining movie that will “go straight at stereotypes 

and preconceived notions, and audiences will be surprised as we detonate misconceptions 

about [the hunting] way of life and the people who enjoy it.” The 45 million-plus Americans who 

hunt and fish are a $76 billion annual economic force.  

This fall, Wyoming will welcome game meat donated to hungry families through its Food 

From the Field project. Resident and nonresident hunters will be able to donate meat from elk, 

deer, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, pronghorn, bison and moose.  

An ‘insect apocalypse’? Evidently not in North America, yet. In response to recent studies of 

massive insect die-offs, biologists at Hendrix College in Arkansas reviewed more than 5,000 

datasets on arthropods in North America, covering thousands of species and dozens of 

habitats over decades of time, and found no change in population sizes. (Read also “Where 

have all the insects gone?” in National Geographic in May.) 

Greenland’s glaciers will keep shrinking even if global warming stopped today. The study, 

published on August 13 on Nature.com, finds that Greenland's annual snowfall is no longer 

enough to replenish its 200-plus large glaciers that flow into the ocean. Before 2000, 

Greenland’s ice sheet would have about the same chance to gain or lose mass each year. Now, 

the ice sheet will gain mass in only one out of every 100 years. The Greenland ice sheet is 

presently the largest single contributor to sea-level rise. On August 20, The New York Times 

noted that Greenland lost more than 530 billion metric tons of ice in 2019, more than double 

the annual average since 2003. 
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrisdorsey/2020/07/21/how-45-million-hunters-and-anglers-are-aiming-to-bypass-hollywood/#2e14b19c3590
https://www.nohungerwyo.org/field
https://theconversation.com/insect-apocalypse-not-so-fast-at-least-in-north-america-141107
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2020/05/where-have-all-the-insects-gone-feature/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-020-0001-2?utm_campaign=RevueCBWeeklyBriefing&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Revue%20newsletter
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/climate/greenland-ice-loss-climate-change.html
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 Asia

Cutting China’s enormous appetite for illegal wildlife products may be possible through 

religion, suggests a new British study in People & Nature. Applying Western conservation values 

to this market—for everything from rhino horn and lion bones to rosewood and pangolin scales

—doesn’t work; instead “utilising Confucianist, Daoist and Buddhist belief messaging in 

targeted campaigns could effectively change the behavior of end consumers in the East Asia 

illegal wildlife trade chain.”  

And now it’s Laos: Another Asian country’s hunger for wildlife products has now been 

documented, in an August 19 report in Nature Conservation. It advises the Lao government that 

“stricter and reinforced legislation is needed” to regulate the trade in and consumption of 

wildlife. “Across the tropical regions, mammals and birds have been vanishing, with recent 

models estimating up to 83% decline by 2050.” 

Meanwhile, in Russia, reindeer are targeted for antler velvet on the Taymyr Peninsula in the 

Krasnoyarsk region. In the spring, poachers ambush the deer at river crossings and saw off 

their fresh antlers while they’re in the water, leaving behind open wounds. The velvet is 

valuable for its supposed medicinal properties. NatGeo.com reported on August 12 that 
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https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-08/uok-tro080520.php
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-08/pp-itw081820.php
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020/08/poachers-target-largest-reindeer-herd-antler-velvet/?cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Animals_20200813&rid=$%7BProfile.CustomerKey%7D
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poaching and commercial hunting have reduced this reindeer herd, the largest on Earth, from 1 

million to 400,000 animals in two decades. 

Europe

Britain is ‘among the most nature-depleted countries in the world,’ says the National 

Biodiversity Network’s latest State of Nature report, with most of its important wildlife 

species having declined by an average of 60% since 1970. One quarter of UK mammals and 

nearly half of the birds assessed are at risk of extinction, and the area inhabited by “priority 

species” has shrunk by 27%. 

In the mountains of central Italy, villagers herd their livestock to and from summer and winter 

pastures every year in a tradition recently recognized by UNESCO for its cultural significance. 

Transhumance (Latin: trans, “across,” and humus, “earth”) is the seasonal movement of people 

and livestock between grazing grounds, which has been practiced for thousands of years on 

every inhabited continent. See the May issue of National Geographic for more. 

Conservation is not the same thing as animal rights, but an ethical approach to hunting 

demands consideration of animal welfare as well as conservation outcomes. In his “Natural 
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https://nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2020/05/what-you-learn-when-you-follow-the-herd-in-italy-feature/
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Storytelling” blog, British wildlife scientist and author Hugh Webster explores grouse moor 

management and driven grouse shooting, snipe and woodcock shooting, the conservation 

status of mountain hare and more.  

Robots are tracking sperm whales in the Mediterranean Sea. A July 29 article in Endangered 

Species Research reports the findings of unmanned underwater gliders that have been 

recording the animals’ sounds over thousands of kilometres. There are fewer than 2,500 adult 

Mediterranean sperm whales and threats to them include entanglement in fishing gear, ship 

strikes, marine debris, human noise and whale-watching activities. 

Pacific

How fare Australia’s kangaroos, koalas, wombats and other animals after the cataclysmic 

bushfires of seven months ago? On July 17, NatGeo.com reported on the aftermath of the 

cataclysm, which killed at least one billion animals—and then COVID-19 shut down most 

recovery efforts. 
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https://hughwebsterauthor.wordpress.com/2019/12/20/werrittys-grouse-moor-management-review-washout-or-watershed/
https://hughwebsterauthor.wordpress.com/2019/12/20/werrittys-grouse-moor-management-review-washout-or-watershed/
https://hughwebsterauthor.wordpress.com/blog/page/2/
https://hughwebsterauthor.wordpress.com/2019/10/03/snipe-sniping-and-snippy-tweets/
https://hughwebsterauthor.wordpress.com/2020/06/18/splitting-hares-part-3/
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-07/uoea-urr072820.php
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020/07/australia-marsupials-struggling-after-fires/?cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Animals_20200723&rid=$%7BProfile.CustomerKey%7D
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World

DNA ‘fingerprints’ could quickly nail illegal wildlife products. Standard DNA assays can take 

up to 6 months in a laboratory; a new portable device being developed at universities in 

Alberta and Ontario promises near-instant species identification of wildlife samples by 

customs inspectors and others looking for prohibited materials. The news was in 

Geographical.co.uk on July 17. 

50% more coastal flooding in the next 80 years due to climate change, predicts a July 30 

British-Australian study in Springer Nature's Scientific Reports. Worldwide, “extreme flood” 

events will affect more than 800,000 square kilometres (309,000 sq mi), putting 225 million 

people at risk and threatening infrastructure worth 20% of global GDP. 

Sharks are now gone from one in five coral reefs, “the greatest decline of reef sharks ever 

recorded,” says a report on ScienceMag.org on July 22. The most comprehensive study yet of 

shark abundance indicates that overfishing has driven sharks to “functional extinction” in the 

waters of eight countries. However, reefs elsewhere have plentiful sharks due to conservation 

measures. 
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http://geographical.co.uk/nature/wildlife/item/3760-dna-sequencing-device-could-rapidly-detect-illegal-wildlife-products?awt_a=8l6Q&awt_l=6_QRK&awt_m=3WCVPakk7APJO6Q
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-07/uoea-cfs072920.php
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/07/sharks-functionally-extinct-one-five-coral-reefs?utm_campaign=news_daily_2020-07-22&et_rid=643272306&et_cid=3417255
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Open access + open source = open science. The Netherlands Institute of Ecology reports in 

PLOS Biology on July 29 that presently only one in four scientific papers makes public the 

computer code behind its analysis. “If this code is shared with others, they can fully understand 

and evaluate the results. They can also use the code for their own work, accelerating scientific 

discovery.” 

As with climate change, misinformation harms wildlife conservation. A common theme in the 

general media is that “well-loved animals are on the brink of extinction, people pay to kill them, 

this is horrible, and if we stop it, we will save species.” To counter this message, that stopping 

hunting would benefit conservation, 11 recognized wildlife scientists published a peer-

reviewed article last month in Conservation Biology. They point out that such simplistic 

narratives, backed up by misrepresentations from animal-rights groups, have become a toxic 

wave of conservation misinformation similar to climate-change denial. [Ed. note: The 

Conservation Frontlines Library offers the latest information on this topic.] 

Startling global decline in freshwater fish—as much as 76% in many species in the past 50 

years, according to a July 27 article in NatGeo.com. Because of habitat loss, pollution, 

overexploitation and climate change, migratory freshwater fish are “among the most 

threatened animals on the planet.” The study’s lead author, from the Zoological Society of 

London, believes that when all data from the tropics are in, the numbers will be even worse. 

Saturday, August 22, was Earth Overshoot Day, the day when humanity—you, me, all of us—

used up the entirety of the biological resources that Earth can renew this year. The Global 

Footprint Network has been calculating this date, a measure of the unsustainability of 

humanity’s actions, since 2006. Then, Earth Overshoot Day came in September and for most 

years since, it has been creeping ahead on the calendar—until now. Because the pandemic put 

the brakes on human activity, EOD arrived three weeks later this year than last.  

Tribal Stories, a storytelling platform, was launched on the International Day of the World’s 

Indigenous Peoples, August 9, reported Mongabay.com. The site, by the Netherlands-based 

nonprofit People’s Planet Project, currently features films created by the A’i Cofan community 

in Ecuador and the Kīsêdjê community in Brazil. 
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https://www.peoplesplanetproject.org/tribal-stories
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Supporting indigenous people benefits conservation, concludes a University of Helsinki study 

released on July 29. It argues that the agendas of conservationists and indigenous peoples are 

converging and demand coordination. Using the Amazon as an example, “There is no doubt 

that [Amazonia] is at a crossroads in its social-ecological history. Rollbacks on environmental 

protections and Indigenous Peoples’ rights across the entire region are opening up vast natural 

areas to new external pressures.”  

Hunting is a polarizing topic that makes many people think of poaching elephant ivory or rhino 

horn, or a “triumphant (usually) white Westerner straddling a dead, charismatic mammal.” But 

the matter is much broader and more nuanced, says a June 5 article on JustConservation.org 

that discusses human-wildlife conflict, wildlife revenues and uses, conservation incentives and 

management issues. 

How’s your country’s ‘green recovery’ coming along? CarbonBrief.org tracks the emissions-

reduction plans of 103 world economies in this interactive tracker, just updated for Nigeria, 

Ireland and Spain. It also notes that CO2 emissions, which fell dramatically during the early 

days of the pandemic, are now rebounding. 

Cleaning rivers by transforming their banks is beginning to pay off in the Eastern US, and the 

tactic may work in other regions where streams have been dammed for centuries. Science 

produced this short video in late August. 

Biodiversity has real, measurable $$$ value. For example, guano is worth at least $474 million 

per year, according to a recent study in Trends in Ecology & Evolution. What is harvested for 

organic fertilizer brings in $20 million annually, while seabird poop sliding into the ocean every 

year provides nitrogen and phosphorus to marine ecosystems worth $454 million. 

The majors are trending into ‘green’ energy. A different sort of environmental  tipping point 

was reached this year when major oil companies began to shift their focus to renewable 

energy. The spur, reported the Financial Times on July 15, was COVID-19, which severely cut 

the global demand and price of oil. It’s a complicated story, but the author concludes that “The 

stage looks set for a much more rapid transition . . . comparable in speed and reach with the IT 

revolution of the past two decades.”
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https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-07/uoh-ait072820.php
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